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New York — Pace is pleased to present an exhibition of work by Antoni Tapies, who made an indelible mark on the
history of art in postwar Europe, North America, and Asia, at its 540 West 25t Street gallery from September 16 to
October 22. The presentation, titled Antoni Tapies: Transmaterial, will take place on the eve of the centenary of the
Catalan Spanish artist’s birth. It will showcase some 20 paintings created by Tapies between the 1990s and early
2000s—Pace has represented the artist for 30 years, and almost all the works in this show were created after Tapies
joined the gallery. Marking the first exhibition dedicated to the artist to be staged at Pace’s New York gallery since
2015, the presentation spotlights Tapies’s meditative approach to art making, shedding light on the later years of his
life and career. The exhibition is curated by Natasha Hébert, the artist’s daughter-in-law.

Born in Barcelona in 1923, Tapies was a self-taught artist who developed a unique visual language centering on
exchanges among symbols, gestures, and materials. The artist, also a celebrated theorist and philosopher,
incorporated signs and symbols from Catalonia and other cultures into his paintings, collages, and sculptures, imbuing
his work with historical allusions and references to phenomena of the natural world. Mysterious and transcendent,
Tapies’s work, which is replete with personal resonances as well as references to political and social struggles in his
native Catalonia and Spain, charted new frontiers in painting during the postwar era.

Over the course of his seven-decade career, Tapies pursued tireless investigations of forms and raw materials. The
artist’s inventive, idiosyncratic combinations of media as diverse as wood, dirt, spray paint, cardboard, blankets,
clothes, carpet, furniture, and marble dust reflect his intense interest in experimentation. Tapies forged complex layers
of materials like these in his compositions, bringing striking amalgams of color and texture to the fore of his work. His
reimagination and redefinition of painting as a highly physical undertaking would inspire future generations of artists,
including major figures working today.

The artist participated in the Venice Biennale exhibitions in 1952, 1954, and 1958 before being chosen to represent
Spain at the 45" edition of the Biennale in 1993, when he won the Golden Lion for his large-scale installation titled
Rinzen. In 1984, the artist established the Fundacioé Antoni Tapies in Barcelona—which opened a museum and library in
1990—to support the exhibition of his work and that of other modern and contemporary artists. Along with the
Fundacié Joan Miré and Museu Picasso, the Fundacio Antoni Tapies remains a key cultural institution in the fabric of
the Spanish city.

Today, Tapies’s work can be found in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art, New York; the Guggenheim
Museum, New York; the Baltimore Museum of Art; the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; the San Francisco Museum of
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Modern Art; the Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya, Barcelona; the Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia,
Madrid; Tate, London; the Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam; the Centre Pompidou, Paris; the Kunstmuseum Basel; the
Stadel Museum, Frankfurt; the Museum Ludwig, Cologne; the Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art; the National
Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne; and many other international institutions.

The works in Pace’s forthcoming presentation exemplify Tapies’s interest in enactments of transgression and erasure
as well as explorations of the aging body, sex, and death in his art. Among the highlights in the exhibition are the large-
scale painting Soc terra (2004), which includes enigmatic plays of spray paint, pencil, and soil on canvas; Manta amb
petjades (2001), a painting on a blanket glued on wood; and the painting Mitjons negres (2010), created just two years
before the artist’s death in 2012. These and other works in the exhibition reflect Tapies’s longtime pursuit of visual and
spiritual transfiguration and transformation.

Concurrently, Nahmad Projects in London will present antoni tapies: alchemy, an exhibition of works by Tapies on view
from October 7 to December 16. In this presentation, the gallery will showcase 14 works created by Tapies between 1952
and 2009, pinpointing the period when the artist distanced himself from figurative compositions and fully immersed in
texture and matter.

Antoni Tapies (b, 1923, Barcelona; d. 2012, Barcelona) is recognized as one of the leading artistic voices to emerge
from postwar Europe. Working in parallel with global art movements including Abstract Expressionism, Gutai, Art
Informel, Tachisme, and Arte Povera, Tapies believed that his era required a new kind of existential expression.
Influenced by Surrealist methods while a member of the avant-garde Dau al Set group in postwar Barcelona, he came to
develop a unique form of automatism and to reject representation and the illusionistic picture plane. He incorporated
unconventional media such as textiles, straw, detritus, and found objects into his work, accentuating their tactile and
material nature. Their earthy, distressed surfaces relate to themes of entropy and decay, challenging the viewer to find
beauty in what is typically overlooked. Tapies’s oeuvre resides between figuration and abstraction, matter and
mysticism, as manifested through his painting, sculpture, drawing, collage, and printmaking.

Pace is a leading international art gallery representing some of the most influential contemporary artists and estates
from the past century, holding decades-long relationships with Alexander Calder, Jean Dubuffet, Barbara Hepworth,
Agnes Martin, Louise Nevelson, and Mark Rothko. Pace enjoys a unique U.S. heritage spanning East and West coasts
through its early support of artists central to the Abstract Expressionist and Light and Space movements.

Since its founding by Arne Glimcher in 1960, Pace has developed a distinguished legacy as an artist-first gallery that
mounts seminal historical and contemporary exhibitions. Under the current leadership of President and CEO Marc
Glimcher, Pace continues to support its artists and share their visionary work with audiences worldwide by remaining
at the forefront of innovation. Now in its seventh decade, the gallery advances its mission through a robust global
program—comprising exhibitions, artist projects, public installations, institutional collaborations, performances, and
interdisciplinary projects. Pace has a legacy in art bookmaking and has published over five hundred titles in close
collaboration with artists, with a focus on original scholarship and on introducing new voices to the art historical
canon.

The gallery has also spearheaded explorations into the intersection of art and technology through its new business
models, exhibition interpretation tools, and representation of artists cultivating advanced studio practices. As part of
its commitment to technologically engaged artists within and beyond its program, Pace launched a hub for its web3
activity, Pace Verso, in November 2021.

Today, Pace has nine locations worldwide, including a European foothold in London and Geneva, and two galleries in
New York—its headquarters at 540 West 25th Street, which welcomed almost 120,000 visitors and programmed 20
shows in its first six months, and an adjacent 8,000 sq. ft. exhibition space at 510 West 25th Street. Pace’s long and
pioneering history in California includes a gallery in Palo Alto, which operated from 2016 to 2022. Pace’s engagement
with Silicon Valley’s technology industry has had a lasting impact on the gallery at a global level, accelerating its
initiatives connecting art and technology as well as its work with experiential artists. Pace consolidated its West Coast
activity through its flagship in Los Angeles, which opened in 2022. Pace was one of the first international galleries to
establish outposts in Asia, where it operates permanent gallery spaces in Hong Kong and Seoul, as well as an office
and viewing room in Beijing. Pace’s satellite exhibition spaces in East Hampton and Palm Beach present continued
programming on a seasonal basis.



PACE

Press Inquiries

Adriana Elgarresta

Director of Public Relations
aelgarresta@pacegallery.com
+1305 4981649

Claire Hurley

Public Relations Manager
churley@pacegallery.com
+1703 9011960

Emily Kopp

Public Relations Associate
ekopp@pacegallery.com
+1516 426 4146

Follow Pace Gallery
@pacegallery
¥ @pacegallery
f @pacegallery



