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JR, 28 Millimétres, Women Are Heroes, Action dans la Favela Morro da Providéncia, Escalier, close-up, Rio de Janeiro, Brésil,
2008, Color print, mounted on dibond, mat plexiglas, flushed wooden black frame, 188 x 124.5 x 7.6 cm © JR

Geneva—Pace Gallery is pleased to announce JR: Women, a solo exhibition of photographic work by the
internationally renowned French artist. Marking the artist’s first show in Switzerland since 2008, JR will present
a film and a suite of photographs from his Women Are Heroes project. This exhibition follows the release of his
latest encyclopaedic book, Artist Until | Find a Real Job, published in April 2023.

Known for his large-scale, outdoor photographic installations, JR’s practice is rooted in an exploration of identity,
community, and social justice. His work is typified by monumental installations that transform urban settings and
tackle cultural and socio-political issues. Through his portraits, JR brings individual experiences and stories to
the broadest possible audience.

JR: Women showcases the Women Are Heroes project that the artist began in 2008 in Sierra Leone, before taking
the project to Liberia, Kenya, Cambodia, India, Brazil, and France. Travelling through zones of conflict, JR found
that women are commonly the primary victims of war, brutality, and political or religious fanaticism. In 28
Millimeétres, Women are Heroes, Rispah Atemba, Sierra Leone (2008), JR intimately captures the image of a
smiling woman resting her head on her hands. Her disposition is jubilant and full of energy despite the political
upheavals in Sierra Leone, which was in a state of recovery following the end of a civil war. JR displayed her
portrait, and those of other women, on the side of trucks, buildings, and temporary structures as an act of
resistance and hope. In placing the lives of local women on centre stage, JR’s work provides a space for them to
freely express themselves however they chose.

In other works, such as 28 Millimétres, Women are Heroes, Action Dans La Favela Morro da Providéncia, Escalier,
Close-Up, Rio de Janeiro, Bresil (2008) or 28 Millimétres, Women Are Heroes, Exhibition In Paris, Femme
Allongée - Delivery In Paris, Under The Sun, France (2010), JR pastes his portraits of women in public spaces,
bringing theirindividual stories into the public arena. In doing so, JR removes the boundary between everyday life
and art galleries, bringing his work directly to the communities featured in the work. In Brazil, he pasted the image
onto a stairway in the favela of Morro da Providéncia, to be seen from street level. Widely considered to be the first
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favela community in Brazil, JR connects this woman — as well as the others in the series — with her local
community, demonstrating their abiding strength.

JR’s practice underlines the crucial role that women play in society and highlights their dignity. Through an
expressive and hopeful lens, the artworks celebrate the women’s heroism living through hardship. With an
egalitarian approach to artmaking and an emphasis on collaboration, JR was often assisted by people from the
neighbourhoods in installing and pasting the photographs. Stressing the collaborative nature of his work, at the
end of each project, a book was made and distributed to those who participated. Despite differing countries and
stories, the women in the portraits shown in JR: Women are displayed in conversation with one another, united in
their fortitude.

JR’s (b. 1983, Paris) communal and collaborative practice promotes civic discourse across the globe through
large-scale photographic interventions and digitally collaged murals. JR uses photographs, murals, films, videos,
and other multimedia works to address socio-economic and political issues. His work—which he refers to as
“infiltrating art,” a term descriptive of its ubiquity and ability to reach an audience beyond those who visit
museums—has been installed across the globe, from the streets of Paris to the favelas of Brazil and the border
between the United States and Mexico.

Begunin 2011, his Inside Out project has allowed over 260,000 people worldwide to obtain photographic portraits
that JR’s team prints as large black-and-white posters. He encourages participants to paste them up in common
spaces, adding their images to the public sphere. JR has directed short films including Les Bosquets (2015) and
ELLIS (2015), as well as the feature documentary Faces Places (2017), co-directed with Agnés Varda and
nominated for an Academy Award. In 2018, JR collaborated with TIME magazine on The Gun Chronicles: A Story
of America, creating a magazine cover, video mural, and interactive website which included an exhibition at Pace
Gallery in October of 2018. In 2022, JR and TIME magazine worked together again to create the Resilience of
Ukraine cover, which captured the unfurling of a 148ft photograph in Lviv, Ukraine of Valeriia, a five-year-old
Ukrainian refugee who has become a symbol of hope during the war.

Pace is a leading international art gallery representing some of the most influential contemporary artists and
estates from the past century, holding decades-long relationships with Alexander Calder, Jean Dubuffet, Barbara
Hepworth, Agnes Martin, Louise Nevelson, and Mark Rothko. Pace enjoys a unique U.S. heritage spanning East
and West coasts through its early support of artists central to the Abstract Expressionist and Light and Space
movements.

Since its founding by Arne Glimcher in 1960, Pace has developed a distinguished legacy as an artist-first gallery
that mounts seminal historical and contemporary exhibitions. Under the current leadership of CEO Marc
Glimcher, Pace continues to support its artists and share their visionary work with audiences worldwide by
remaining at the forefront of innovation. Now in its seventh decade, the gallery advances its mission through a
robust global program— comprising exhibitions, artist projects, public installations, institutional collaborations,
performances, and interdisciplinary projects. Pace has a legacy in art bookmaking and has published over five
hundred titles in close collaboration with artists, with a focus on original scholarship and on introducing new
voices to the art historical canon.

Today, Pace has eight locations worldwide, including a European foothold in London and Geneva, and two
galleries in New York—its headquarters at 540 West 25th Street, which welcomed almost 120,000 visitors and
programmed 20 shows in its first six months, and an adjacent 8,000 sq. ft. exhibition space at 510 West 25th
Street. Pace’s long and pioneering history in California includes a gallery in Palo Alto, which was open from 2016
to 2022. Pace’s engagement with Silicon Valley’s technology industry has had a lasting impact on the gallery at a
global level, accelerating its initiatives connecting art and technology as well as its work with experiential artists.
Pace consolidated its West Coast activity through its flagship in Los Angeles, which opened in 2022. Pace was
one of the first international galleries to establish outposts in Asia, where it operates permanent gallery spaces in
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